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1. What is the significance of the Jamestown colony?

2. What hardships did the Jamestown colonists have to endure?
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3. How did John Rolfe help the Jamestown colony?

4. How did some people pay for their passage to Jamestown?
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1. Why did the Pilgrims decide to leave England and make the dangerous trip to the New World?

2. What was the Pilgrim’s plan of government called? What did the men agree to?
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The Pilgrims finally stepped foot on land in November of 1620. This was not the best time to establish a colony. It
was very difficult for the Pilgrims to find food and shelter in the middle of winter. By the time spring arrived, half of
the colonists had died. When spring arrived the Pilgrims set out to plant crops and build their colony. They Pilgrims
were told how to plant corn and other crops and how to trap animals for food and clothing by Samoset and Squanto.
By fall the colony was saved and to celebrate their success they celebrated the first Thanksgiving.
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Jamestown is Founded (1607)

In 1607, the Virginia Company of London financed an
expedition to Chesapeake Bay that included more than 100
colonists. They sailed up the James River until they found a spot
to settle. They named the first permanent English settlement
Jamestown in honor of King James.

From the start, the Jamestown colonists endured terrible
hardships. The site of the colony was swampy and full of malaria-
carrying mosquitoes. This disease made the colonists sick with fever. Many also became ill from drinking the river
water. To make matters worse, the London Company had incorrectly told the settlers that the colony would be rich
in gold. They spent their days searching for gold rather than building houses and growing food.

The climate was also a hardship. The colonists soon learned that the summers were hot and humid and the winters
bitter cold. As one colonist recalled, “There were never Englishmen left in a foreign country in such misery as we
were in this newly discovered Virginia.”
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Tobacco Saves Jamestown
In 1612, John Rolfe developed a high-grade tobacco that the colonists learned to grow. It
quickly became very popular in England. The success of tobacco growing changed

Jamestown in many ways. The Virginia Company thought of the colonists as employees. The
colonists, however, wanted a share of the profits.

The company responded by letting settlers own land. Settlers worked harder when the land
was their own. The company offered a 50-acre land grant for each man, woman, or child who
could pay his or her way to the colony. Those who could not afford passage to America were
encouraged to become indentured servants. These men and women sold their labor to the
person who paid their passage to the colony. After working for a number of years, they were
free to farm or take up a trade of their own.

John Rolfe planting tobaceo

‘The colonists soon became annoyed at the strict rule of the governor, who represented the Virginia Company’s
interests back in London. To provide for more local control, the company decided that burgesses, or elected
representatives, of the colonists would meet once a year in an assembly. The House of Burgesses, created in 1619,
became the first representative assembly in the American colonies.
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The Pilgrims and the Plymouth Colony (1620)

In the 1500s England broke away from the Roman Catholic Church and created a new church called the Church of
England. Everyone in England had to belong to the church. There was a group of people called Separatists that
wanted to separate from the Church of England. The Separatists, under the leadership of William Bradford,
decided to leave England and start a settlement of their own so

that they could practice their religion freely. Bradford went to the
Virginia Company and asked them for permission to establish a new
colony in Virginia. The Virginia Company agreed, so the Pilgrims set
sail on the Mayflower in September 1620 towards Virginia.

The Pilgrims had a long and difficult journey across the Atlantic
Ocean. A storm blew them off course so instead of landing in Virginia,
they landed further north in Cape Cod (present day Massachusetts).
The Pilgrims decided to settle in this area and called it Plymouth.
There was a problem with them staying; there was no form of
government to follow. The Virginia Company had given the Pilgrims a charter to settle in Virginia. The charter was
not valid for Plymouth. The men aboard the Mayflower decided that they would write a plan of government for their
colony. The plan of government became known as the Mayflower Compact. The men agreed to consult each other
about the laws for the colony, and they promised to work together to make the colony succeed. All the men signed
the document. Women were not allowed to participate.





