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Fundamental Orders of Connecticut (1639)
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This document was the first written constitution in North America. Written by Puritan clergymen, The Fundamental Orders of Connecticut was adopted by the residents of Hartford, Windsor, and Wethersfield and remained the colony’s law until 1662. It was composed of a preamble and eleven orders, and named God’s requirement for “good and orderly government” to “order and dispose” of peoples’ affairs as the reason for people to “associate and conjoin” themselves into a Commonwealth. The purpose of the Commonwealth was “to maintain and preserve the liberty and purity of the Gospel of our Lord Jesus,” as well as to formulate “Laws, Rules, Orders and Decrees” to guide civil affairs.

The Orders provided for election of a governor and six magistrates. This body had lawmaking, executive, and judicial power. It also included guidelines for representation and paying taxes. It was followed two years later by the Massachusetts Body of Liberties.

Note Questions:

1.  What is the significance of the Fundamental Orders of Connecticut?

2.  How are the ideas of the Fundamental Orders of Connecticut similar to our government today?


Salutary Neglect
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[bookmark: _GoBack]From 1607 to 1763, the unwritten British policy for governing the American colonies was referred to as salutary neglect. Under salutary neglect, enforcement of parliamentary law was deliberately lax, with the stated objective of encouraging colonial prosperity. Colonists were, for the most part, left to look after their own affairs. The practice of salutary neglect for generations, along with the attempt to end this policy and reassert British authority in the 18th century, are identified as important factors leading to the American Revolution. 

During this time, the colonists largely were self-governing. Beginning with the House of Burgesses in Virginia, each of the 13 colonies developed its own legislative body. By the 18th century, they were functioning as independent, autonomous governments. 

Americans enjoyed personal and religious freedoms not shared by other British subjects. Maryland passed the Act Concerning Religion, or the Maryland Toleration Act, in 1649 to protect religious freedoms and promote tolerance. Similar legislation in Pennsylvania attracted settlers from the Quaker community. 

Under salutary neglect, colonists did not feel the influence of the British government and culture. These developments led to a growing sense of American identity, distinct from Britain. Americans had become used to the idea of self-governance and began to think of themselves as British subjects in name only.

Note Questions:

1.  What is salutary neglect?

2.  How did this salutary neglect shape life in America?
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Note Questions:
1. What s the significance of the Virginia House of Burgesses?

2. How is our government today similar to the Virginia House of Burgesses?
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The Mayflower Compact - 1620

The Mayflower Compact, signed by 41 English colonists on the ship
Mayflower on November 11, 1620, was the first written framework of
government establishing self-rule in what is now the United States. The
compact was drafted to prevent dissent amongst Puritans and non-
separatist Pilgrims who had landed at Plymouth a few days earlier.

The Mayflower carried not only the Pilgrims but a few other settlers as well.
When it arrived at Cape Cod, several hundred miles north of its planned
destination in Virginia owing to storms at sea, the passengers realized they were outside the bounds of the
governmental authority they had contracted with in England.

William Bradford, the Pilgrim leader, was alarmed to learn that some of the others felt no obligation to respect the
rules of the Pilgrims. In his words, they wanted to "use their owne libertie.” The male heads of Pilgrim and non-
Pilgrim families therefore drew up a compact that bound all signers to accept whatever form of government was
established after landing. The compact created a "Civil Body Politic” to enact "just and equal Laws, Ordinances, Acts,
Constitutions and Offices.” Every adult male had to sign the agreement before going ashore. The compact remained
in effect until Plymouth was incorporated into the short-lived Dominion of New England in 1686 and subsequently
absorbed into the Massachusetts Bay Colony in 1691.

Source: hitp://www history.com/topies/mayflower-compact

Note Questions:
1. What is the significance of the Mayflower Compact?

2. What was the purpose of the Mayflower Compact?
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English Bill of Rights (1689)

| The English Bill of Rights is an English precursor of the U.S. Constitution Bill of
Rights, along with the Magna Carta. The English Bill of Rights limited the power of the
English sovereign, and was written as an act of Parliament. As part of what s called
the “Glorious Revolution,” the King and Queen William and Mary of Orange accepted
the English Bill of Rights as a condition of their rule. The Bill of Rights asserted that
Englishmen had certain inalienable civil and political rights, although religious liberty
was limited for non-Protestants: Catholics were banned from the throne, and Kings
and Queens had to swear oaths to maintain Protestantism as the official religion of
England. Unless Parliament consented, monarchs could not establish their own courts
or act as judges themselves; prevent Protestants from bearing arms, create a standing
army; impose fines or punishments without trial; or impose cruel and unusual
punishments or excessive bail. Free speech in Parliament was also protected. These
protections are roots of those in the United States Bill of Rights and

the First, Second, Fourth, Fifth, Sixth, and Eighth Amendments.

Source: http://billofrightsinstitute.org/resources educator-resources/americapedia/americapedia-documents/english-bll-of-rights/

Note Questions:
1. What is the significance of the English Bill of Rights?

». What influence did the English Bill of Rights have on our government?
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John Locke

The single most important influence that shaped the founding of the United States
comes from John Locke, a 17th century Englishmen who redefined the nature of
government. In his Second Treatise of Government, Locke identified the basis of a
legitimate government. According to Locke, a ruler gains authority through the
consent of the governed (rather than being given power by devine right).

‘The duty of the government is to protect the natural rights of the people, which
Locke believed to include life, liberty, and property. If the government should fail to
protect these rights, its citizens would have the right to overthrow that government.
‘This idea deeply influenced Thomas Jefferson as he drafted the Declaration of
Independence.

Source: http://www.ushistory.org/gov/2.asp

Note Questions:
1. According to John Locke, how did a ruler gain their authority?
2. What did Locke Think were the responsibilities of government?

3. How did John Locke influence American government?
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Magna Carta (1215)

Magna Carta was written by a group of 13th-century barons to protect their rights and
property against a tyrannical king. It is concerned with many practical matters and
specific grievances relevant to the feudal system under which they lived. The interests of
the common man were hardly apparent in the minds of the men who brokered the
agreement. But there are two principles expressed in Magna Carta that resonate to this
day:

"No freeman shall be taken, imprisoned, disseised, outlawed, banished, or in any way
destroyed, nor will We proceed against or prosecute him, except by the lawful

judgment of his peers and by the law of the land."

"To no one will We sell, to no one will We deny or delay, right or justice."

Inspiration for Americans
During the American Revolution, Magna Carta served to inspire and justify action in liberty’s defense. The colonists

believed they were entitled to the same rights as Englishmen, rights guaranteed in Magna Carta. They embedded
those rights into the laws of their states and later into the Constitution and Bill of Rights.

‘The Fifth Amendment to the Constitution ("no person shall . .. be deprived of life, liberty, or property, without due
process of law.") is a direct descendent of Magna Carta's guarantee of proceedings according to the "law of the

Source: hittp://www.archives.gov/exhibits featured_documents/magna_carta/
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Note Questions:

1. How did the Magna Carta influence American government?

2. What right of a citizen do we have today that is a direct influence of the Magna Carta?




image4.png
The Virginia House of Burgesses (1619)

The first legislature anywhere in the English colonies in America was in
Virginia. This was the House of Burgesses, and it first met on July 30, 1619, at
a church in Jamestown. Its first order of business was to set a minimum price
for the sale of tobacco. Although the first session was cut short because of an
outbreak of malaria, the House of Burgesses soon became a symbol of
representative government. Among the 22 members was the governor, who
was appointed by officials of the Virginia Company in London. The governor
in turn appointed six important members of the colony to be his council. The other 15 members were elected by the
colony as a whole, or actually men over 17 who also owned land.

The House of Burgesses, which met at first only once a year, could make laws, which could be vetoed by the governor
or the directors of the Virginia Company. This continued to be the standard until 1624, when Virginia became a
royal colony. At this time, England took much more control of things in Virginia, restricting the powers of the House
of Burgesses.

Through the years leading up to the Revolutionary War, many leaders of the move toward independence made their
names in the House of Burgesses. Patrick Henry introduced seven resolutions against the Stamp Act there in 1765.

The fact that the burgesses could make their own laws was very much on the mind of many people in the American
colonies, especially when Great Britain continued to pass harsh laws that the colonists viewed as "taxation without

representation.”

Famous burgesses also included George Washington and Thomas Jefferson.




